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SUMMARY OF CASES ACCEPTED  
DURING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 24, 2003 

 
 [This news release is issued to inform the public and the press of cases that the 
Supreme Court has accepted and of their general subject matter.  The description or 
descriptions set out below do not necessarily reflect the view of the court, or define the 
specific issues that will be addressed by the court.] 

 
#03-30  People v. Samples, S112201.  (D039196; 104 Cal.App.4th 76; San Diego 

County Superior Court; SCD156807.)  Petition for review after the Court of Appeal 

dismissed an appeal from an order in a criminal case.  This case includes the following 

issue:  May the People appeal a finding that a prior conviction was not a serious felony 

within the meaning of the three strikes law?  (See Pen. Code, § 1238, subds. (a) & (d).) 

#03-31  Vedanta Society of So. California v. California Quartet, Ltd., S112816.  

(G027714, G027834; 103 Cal.App.4th 1200; Orange County Superior Court; 791309, 

804137, 804139.)  Petition for review after the Court of Appeal reversed an order 

awarding attorney fees in a civil action.  The court limited review to the following issue:  

Under what circumstances may an appellate court apply a de novo standard of review in 

determining whether an action was sufficient to justify an award of attorney’s fees under 

Code of Civil Procedure section 1021.5? 

#03-32  People v. Baker, S112982.  (A096731; 104 Cal.App.4th774; Solano 

County Superior Court; FCR185360, FC47622, FC47988.)  Petition for review after the 

Court of Appeal affirmed a judgment of conviction of criminal offenses.  The court 

ordered briefing deferred pending decision in In re Black, S110683 (#02-202) and In re 

Reeves, S110887 (#02-203), which present the following issue:  Does Penal Code section 
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2933.1, which limits the worktime credits that can be earned by a prisoner convicted of a 

violent felony to 15 percent of the amount that would otherwise accrue under section 

2933, limit the credits applicable to the sentence imposed on each offense of which such 

a prisoner is convicted, including a concurrent sentence for a non-violent offense that is 

imposed in a proceeding unrelated to the violent felony? 

#03-33  People v. Valot, S112450.  (G027838; 103 Cal.App.4th 1247, mod. 104 

Cal.App.4th 736d; Orange County Superior Court; 98HF1241.)  Petition for review after 

the Court of Appeal reversed a judgment of conviction of a criminal offense.  The court 

ordered briefing deferred pending decision in People v. Hernandez, S105271 (#02-85), 

which presents the following issues:  (1) Did the trial court err in discharging a juror 

during trial?  (2) If so, was the error prejudicial?  (3) If so, is retrial barred by the double 

jeopardy provisions of the federal and state Constitutions?   
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